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Panaji: In what could be con-
sidered to be the highest record-
ed figure for Goa, the forest de-
partment has said that there are
10 tigers in the state corridor,
images of which have been cap-
tured through camera traps.

Eight of these big cats have
been spotted in Goa while two
have been seen on the border
adjoining Karnataka. “We can
anticipate that there are ten ti-
gers existing in the Goa corri-
dor,” deputy conservator of
forests Vikas Desai told TOI.

The department’s wildlife
section had photos of five of the
tigers. “There were photos of
two more in Mhadei, but since
the area was on the boundary,
we didn’t add the number,” De-
sai said. Nida Sayed TNN

Goa corridor
has 10 tigers:
Forest dept

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday dismissed a
PIL seeking counting of
VVPAT slips of all EVMs while
rebuking NGO ‘Tech4All’ for
making a “mockery of democ-
racy” by moving the court de-
spite a clear ruling by the apex
court directing counting of
VVPAT slips of five EVMs per
assembly segment.

This decision by a vaca-
tion bench of Justices Arun
Mishra and M R Shah as-
sumes significance as there
has been renewed efforts by
opposition parties led by And-
hra Pradesh CM N Chandra-
babu Naidu to seek counting
of VVPAT slips in 50% of
EVMs despite failing to con-
vince the SC to entertain their
petition seeking review of the
April 8 judgment directing
counting of VVPAT slips of
five EVMs per assembly seg-
ment. The Election Commis-
sion had earlier decided to
count paper slips of only one
EVM per assembly segment.

The PIL by the Chennai-
based NGO expressed concern
over the dependability of
VVPAT in recording votes and
said there were reports of mal-
functioning of an “unpreceden-
ted number of EVMs during the
current Lok Sabha elections”.

However, the NGO’s petition
only mentioned errors in the
machines in Odisha and Goa.
“...The EVMs should be re-
placed by Optical Ballot Scan
machine which upholds the
tangible secret ballot system,
verifiable even by a common
man,” it added. It criticised the
NGO for moving a PIL knowing
well that a three-judge bench
headed by CJI Gogoi had given
ajudgment on April 8 and it was
unethical to move such a pet-
ition when the polls were over.

SC rejects PIL
on counting of

VVPAT slips 
of all EVMs

Bihar oppn warns of bloodshed over EVMs
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Even as protests by oppo-
sition parties broke out
in Chandauli, Ghazipur,

Mau and Mirzapur seats of
UP on Monday and Tuesday
after videos of EVM move-
ment allegedly from stron-
grooms went viral on social
media, Bihar Grand Alliance
(GA) leader Upendra Kush-
waha warned of “bloodshed
and chaos” if there was EVM
tampering on the counting
day. He even asked workers of
GA constituents to remain
alert on May 23 and “pick up
arms if the need arises”.

Meanwhile, district ma-
gistrates of Ghazipur, Chan-
dauli, Domariyaganj and
Jhansi, who served as return-
ing officers in UP, wrote to EC
rejecting allegations of EVM
tampering by SP, BSP and
Congress and quoted “satis-
factory statements” made by
candidates whose constitu-
encies went to polls in the last
two phases. In their letters,

the DMs stressed that stron-
grooms can’t be breached.

In Patna, addressing a
joint press conference of GA
partners, Kushwaha accused
the ruling NDA of attempt-
ing to replace the EVMs.
“Sadkon par khoon bahega
(There’ll be blood on the
streets),” Kushwaha, who
heads RLSP, warned while
accusing NDA of attempting
to “loot the results”.

Using the popular BJP slo-

gan to attack the ruling coali-
tion, he said: “They (NDA)
say Modi hai to mumkin hai
(Modi means possibility), but
now they cannot succeed in
their plans. They should stop
their illegal activities. There
is rage among common peo-
ple because of NDA’s post-poll
actions. It could lead to blood-
shed and PM Narendra Modi
and Bihar CM Nitish Kumar
will be responsible for it.”

Kushwaha justified his

call to arms saying socialist
leader Karpoori Thakur
had made a similar call to
people to protect their votes.

In Amethi, hours after re-
ceiving Congress general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra’s message to keep an
eye on strongrooms and
counting centres, party
workers stationed them-
selves outside Indira Gandhi
Post Graduate College where
the EVMs have been kept.

In Ghazipur, BSP candi-
date from the seat, Afzal An-
sari, sat on a dharna with
his supporters till Tuesday
morning, saying he feared
EVMs could be changed.

Suspecting EVM tamper-
ing attempts at counting cen-
tres in Mumbai, Congress’s
Mumbai South candidate Mi-
lind Deora wrote to Maha-
rashtra chief electoral officer
demanding access to CCTV
feeds from the counting cen-
tres. He said he wanted Con-
gress workers to monitor
movement around the centes.

UP DMs Write To EC, Say Strongrooms Can’t Be Breached

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The Election
Commission on Tuesday re-
jected reports of alleged EVM
tampering saying these were
“absolutely false” and said all
machines used in the elec-
tions are safe in strongrooms.
The EC also made a 24x7 EVM
control room at its headquar-
ters to monitor c-omplaints
relating to polled EVMs.

The control room will re-
ceive complaints related to
storage issues at strongroo-
ms, security, permissions to
candidates to post their agents
at strongrooms, CCTV moni-
toring, movement of EVMs,
and any complaints during
counting related to EVMs.

The EC clarification came
after allegations and some so-
cial media posts and video
clips claiming that EVMs
were being changed in stron-
grooms in UP and Bihar.
“Election Commission of In-
dia would like to emphatical-
ly and unambiguously clarify
that all such reports and alle-
gations are absolutely false,
and factually incorrect. The
visuals seen viral on media do
not pertain to any EVMs used
during the elections,” it said.

The EC said aspersions
in clips being used in media
merely pertain to the stor-
age or movement of reserve
unused EVMs.“However,
any case of lapse is thor-
oughly investigated,” it said.

Earlier in the day allega-
tions of EVMs being tam-
pered with or being trans-
ported in some parts of UP,
Bihar, Punjab and Haryana
surfaced along with video
clips. RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav tweeted, “Visuals and
claims of sudden movement

of EVMs observed across
north India! Why is it so? Who
is transporting these EVMs &
Why? What is purpose and
objective of this exercise? In
order to avoid any confusion
& misconception, EC must is-
sue a statement ASAP.”

The EC said after the close
of elections, all polled EVMs
and VVPATs are brought un-
der security cover to the desig-
nated strongrooms, which is
sealed with double locks, in
the presence of the candidates
and EC observers. “The entire
process is covered under vid-
eography. Continuous CCTV
coverage is done till comple-
tion of counting. Each stron-
groom is guarded with round-
the-clock security by Central
Armed Police Forces. Fur-
ther, the candidates or their
designated agents remain pre-
sent at the strongroom for
24X7 vigil at all times,” an offi-
cial statement from EC said.

It said on counting day,
strongrooms are opened in
the presence of candidates or
agents while being videogra-
phed. Before counting be-
gins, the counting agents are
shown address tags, seals and
serial number of the EVMs.

EVMs safe, says
EC, rubbishes

tampering claims

Ghazipur SP-BSP candidate Afzal Ansari on Monday protests outside
a strongroom, alleging the administration was trying to change EVMs

PTI

Kota: A 35-year-old woman
here allegedly drowned her six-
month-old son in a water tank at
her home, police said Tuesday.

Deepika Gujjar claimed
she got up from deep sleep,
drowned the child and then re-
sumed her sleep in the wee
hours on Sunday, police said.
She told police she didn't know
why she committed the crime.

According to police, she
took the baby, Shiva, to the sec-
ond floor of their three-store-
yed house and drowned him in
the water tank before resum-
ing her sleep on the first floor.

The incident came to light
when her husband Sitaram Gu-
jjar found the boy missing aro-
und 1.30 am. The accused joined
her husband and mother-in-law
Kelabai in the hunt for the child
without disclosing the crime,
police said. Kelabai found the
baby in the water tank.

According to police, the
matter reached them Sunday
but the woman continued mis-
leading them till Monday after-
noon. Later, she confessed to
the crime during questioning,
SHO Harendra Singh of the Bo-
rekheda police station said. PTI

Woman wakes
up, drowns son,
returns to sleep

Police and BSF officials guard an
EVM strongroom in Chandigarh

TOI

Piyush.Rai@timesgroup.com

Meerut: Amid talks of EVM
rigging surfacing from some
parts of UP, an army of EVM
‘chowkidars’ consisting of
UP alliance workers and sup-
porters is stationed outside
all the strongrooms of the
state and is keeping a 24x7 eye
on every movement around it.

At one such camp in Mee-
rut, the atmosphere is a little
tense. Two tents have been bu-
ilt and the supporters are gua-
rding the strong room in three
shifts of eight hours each out-
side Katai Mill in Meerut’s
Partapur area. One of them
keeps a binocular handy.

“We set up our camp on
the evening of April 11, hours
after polling ended. We have
been on vigil here since then,”
says Subash Pradhan, BSP
district president, Meerut.

“The main group com-
prises 18 Mahagathbandhan
supporters from all the three
parties. They have been is-
sued passes and can go up to
the barricades close to the
EVM strongroom,” he added.

The main tent is equipped
with a mattress laid out on a
raised platform, which is

doubling up as bed for people
to rest. A king size cooler is
keeping the temperature
bearable amid heated discus-
sions over exit poll outcomes.

Some of these supporters
are deployed to continuous-
ly watch CCTV feed from
outside the strongroom on
two monitors installed at an-

other tent. Supporters also
use binoculars to monitor
activity inside the premises
and suspicious movements
are reported to senior party
leaders who follow it up with
the local election officials.

“The tent is approximate-
ly 200m away from the stron-
groom. Binoculars make it
easier for us to keep a watch
on the activities inside and
the night vision ensures the
monitoring after dawn as
well,” Shera Jaat, a Samaj-
wadi Party supporter said.

Incidents of EVM fraud
and manipulation have been
reported from Jhansi, Mir-
zapur, Ghazipur and Chan-
dauli in UP. Videos went vi-
ral on social media showing
EVMs being transported in
open vehicles. The EC, in an
official release, rubbished
all the allegations.

Why SP-BSP men are now ‘chowkidars’

SP-BSP workers have stationed themselves outside all strongrooms
for EVMs in UP and are keeping a 24X7 watch
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